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LOCAL GOVERNMENT - COST OF DOCTORS’ SERVICES 
Statement 

HON ROBYN McSWEENEY (South West) [9.42 pm]:  I have been doing some research on the cost to local 
government of retaining doctors’ services.  I am sorry that the Minister for Local Government and Regional 
Development is away on urgent parliamentary business, because I think this would be of great interest to him.  I 
started doing the research mainly as a result of a television program that I saw, and I wanted to find out whether 
what was said on that program was true.  For the 28 councils that provide some assistance, the cost was 
$7 555 207.  Many of those councils are in Hon Kim Chance’s area. 

In Lake Grace, the doctor’s residence cost $4 384, the car expenses were $960, the administration costs were 
$3 941, the Newdegate medical centre costs were $599, interest on the loan was $10 126, the Lake Grace 
medical centre costs were $2 538, and the medical practice costs were some $30 600.  It goes on.  The principal 
of the loan is $25 373, the Newdegate plans cost $6 000, the vehicle changeover cost $6 000, and to purchase the 
land it cost $35 000.  In Moora, the dental fit-out cost $300 000.  However, Moora has been unable to attract a 
dentist to the town without a fully workable clinic.  In Northam, the administration costs were $1 000.  As at 
July, Northam was looking for a doctor.  In Brookton, the administration costs were $25 000.  That was to 
provide a surgery, treatment room, reception office and waiting room to the doctor for free.  The result of that 
cost is a three-day service.  In Narrogin, the residence costs were $2 500.  In Corrigin, the surgery maintenance 
costs were $5 245, the River Medical Services fee was $32 275, vehicle maintenance costs were $750, residence 
maintenance costs were $7 950, and the vehicle that was purchased cost $26 000.  Corrigin utilises River 
Medical Services on a contract basis, and also supplies the doctor with a surgery, residence and a new vehicle 
every year. 

These are costs that come out of small local government budgets.  However, they are costs that they must meet; 
otherwise, they cannot attract doctors to the area.  In some cases, they still cannot attract doctors to the area.  I 
believe that it is not a local government responsibility; it is certainly not the responsibility of those 28 shires to 
pay out $7.5 million.  That is a huge impost.  However, the other side of the coin is that if they do not provide 
these facilities, they do not have a hope in hell of attracting a doctor.  However, it seems to be an unfair impost 
on them in the first place. 

In Dumbleyung, the administration costs were $10 000.  An amount is paid to the Shire of Wagin to offset the 
cost of sending the doctor that Wagin employs.  In Trayning, the vehicle costs were $13 500, and the 
maintenance costs were $2 226.  The residence that was constructed in 2004 cost $140 000.  In Boyup Brook, the 
medical centre purchase cost $180 000, the house purchase cost $210 000, the vehicle expenses were $35 000, 
and the Australian Medical Association costs and fees were $20 000.  The medical centre is in need of 
refurbishment, at a cost of $170 000.  Some federal funding was available, but the council pays all outgoings for 
the aforementioned items, including salaries for the doctor and staff and operational and equipment costs.  I do 
not think I have ever seen such a concise form come back to me.  That is why I want to put this on the record. 

Hon Kim Chance:  Do you have Merredin’s costs?  I would like to hear what Merredin’s costs are. 

Hon ROBYN McSWEENEY:  I think I have Merredin’s costs.  In Dandaragan, the housing rental cost $9 360, 
maintenance costs were $9 027, the vehicle lease cost $5 633, and the doctor’s service cost $60 000.  No, I am 
sorry; I do not have the figures for Merredin.  I have the figures for Three Springs. 

Hon Kim Chance:  It would be a pretty impressive figure, I think. 

Hon ROBYN McSWEENEY:  Yes.  Merredin is one that has not come in yet, but when it does, I will let the 
Leader of the House know.  In Coolgardie, rental assistance cost $4 800, and Kambalda costs were $8 320.  The 
Shire of Coolgardie provides rent-free houses to accommodate doctors in Kambalda.  In Donnybrook, the rental 
subsidy cost $5 400, and the medical centre is subsidised to the tune of $10 000.  In Pinjarra, the anticipated cost 
to build two houses for doctors was in the vicinity of $1 million.  Pinjarra is not very far out of the city.  I pass 
through Pinjarra every time I go home.  It is probably an hour out of Perth, and yet that amount of money is 
being spent for two houses.  In Kondinin, the medical centre fees were $30 000, and the vehicle and housing 
costs were $30 000.  In Boddington, the new residence cost $350 000, the cost to provide a medical centre was 
$400 000, vehicle costs were $50 000 - the doctor must have a four-wheel drive or the equivalent - maintenance 
costs were $18 000, equipment costs were $5 000, and loan repayment costs were $45 000.  Boddington 
probably had the biggest expenses, apart from the housing in Pinjarra.  In Katanning, the assistance cost $10 000.  
In Kojonup, the subsidised rental cost $6 690.  In Three Springs - that is the Leader of the House’s area too - the 
operating costs were $145 000, and capital costs were $850 000 in 2004.  The shire operates the Carnamah and 
Coorow visitation programs in addition to its own.  The capital costs incurred in 2004 included upgrades to the 
surgery buildings, times three, and a new residence for Three Springs.  In Northampton, the cost to purchase the 
surgery was $311 787, and the council also owns and maintains a surgery in Kalbarri.  In Mt Barker, the cost of 
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constructing the new medical facility was $200 000.  In Yilgarn, the fee paid to River Medical Services was 
$46 000, operation and maintenance costs were $13 800, vehicle lease costs were $9 600, residence costs were 
$7 710, and administration costs were $15 295.  In Mt Magnet, the cost to purchase the house was $200 000 in 
2003, interest on the loan was $10 000, car operating costs were $15 000, the cost of administration of the 
medical centre was $35 000, and maintenance costs were $20 000.  The council has spent $275 000, yet 
Mt Magnet has not had a doctor since 2005.  In Gingin, the land costs were $152 500, construction costs were 
$455 000, the cost to purchase the vehicle was $26 600, and the inventory costs were $8 254.  In Jerramungup, 
the operating costs were $30 000, and the value of the council assets tied up in attracting and maintaining the 
doctor service was $370 000.  In Wyalkatchem, the one-off capital cost was $940 000, the cost of the vehicle 
was $44 000, and recurring maintenance costs were $28 200.  In Cue, the cost of supporting the medical centre 
was $19 800, and the doctor operates a fly in, fly out practice for five or six hours a fortnight.  In Laverton, the 
incentive bonus paid to the doctor was $110 000, vehicle expenses were $2 500 and residence expenses were 
$7 000, and the mines contribute approximately $55 000 to the retention bonus paid to the doctor.  In 
Gnowangerup, the recurring expenses are $63 000. 

That is a total of $7 555 207 that has been spent by just 28 councils.  Manjimup has no direct costs, nor do 
Serpentine-Jarrahdale, Esperance, Harvey, Bridgetown or Broome.  I am waiting for the other councils to get 
back to me.  I did not ask city councils of course, just country councils.  I believe it is time that the state and 
federal governments took this impost off local governments. 

House adjourned at 9.52 pm 
__________  

 
 


